THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,   AND   VIRGINIA             II

The governor of Puerto Rico informed Pedro Menendez Marquez
and me that these five ships were in San German harbour in that
island and that as ransom they demanded horses, mares, yearlings,
sucking pigs.

And yesterday, the 2 2nd of this month, there came into this port
a vessel out of (p. 2) Puerto de Plata the master of which told Pedro
Menendez Marquez and me that five large vessels had arrived at
Puerto de Plata. Of these five, one was a great galleasse. He says that
the person who sails in this galleasse is treated as a person of
authority, with great respect and display of silver plate, and it was
rumoured and stated that he is Don Antonio. He says these vessels
called at the port of La Isabela in that island and as ransom de-
manded mares, horses, horned cattle and sheep, bits and saddles,
and that on board the galleasse they had horses which he understood
they had obtained in Puerto de Plata.

On the south coast of this island, at Cape Cruz, two other large
vessels appeared, all in conformity with the advices I received from
your lordship... (p. 3) ...

... Havana, June 23, 1585.

Very Illustrious Sir

Your lordship's truest servitor kisses your lordship's very illustrious
hands.

Diego Fernandez de Quinones (Rubric).

Document No. g1
[Don Diego de Alcega2 to the president and officials of the
House of Trade, Havana, June 23, 1585]
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Very Illustrious Sir
. . . the governor of Puerto Rico says that three large ships and
two small ones arrived at Guadianilla on the south side of that
1 A. de /., 42-1-7/2, Contratacion 5107.1/2 pliego, original.
8 Commanding the New Spain fleet* In the omitted portion of this despatch he
states that he left San Juan de Ulua on May 19 and on arriving in Havana found a
warning against Drake.